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policy prevailed; and the temptation to adopt Malmes-bury's and Bulwer Lytton's advice, coalesce -with. Roebuck, Layard, and the war party, and * outwar ' Palmer-ston, was resisted, though in the existing temper of public opinion the overthrow of the Government might possibly have been thereby achieved. Disraeli's speech was a model of good feeling. He welcomed the prospect, which, the Queen's Speech held out, of 'a safe and honourable peace.' He deprecated the continuance of the war for the sake of adding lustre to our arms. The abstract principle that we should continue a war, after attaining' its objects, to gratify the vanity or s-upport the reputation of a community was exceedingly questionable. But in any case it did not apply, as the lustre of our arms had not been dimmed. It was monstrous to say that nations should never engage in war unless they were certain to achieve great victories that would figure among the decisive battles of the world. That would degrade us from being the vindicators of public law into the gladiators of history. He ended with the patriotic assurance that, if, unfortunately, the peace negotiations should fail, which he did not anticipate, Her Majesty might appeal "with confidence to her Parliament to support her in a renewed struggle. Disraeli gave an amusing and instructive account of this debate and of his own policy to Vitztlium :
The war party is dead. Roebuck has made a fiasco -with his declamations, and Layard, who came to the debate on the Address with a whole library under his arm, never ventured to deliver his carefully prepared speech. All this because I did not neglect to take in hand the conduct of the debate from the outset, to calm down passions, and to deprive Palmerston of any excuse for coming forward with a -warlike rodomontade about the honour of England, and so forth. The Premier had nothing left but to thank ine for my moderation, and to declare as mildly as a lamb his entire concurrenco in my views. Thus I forced him to separate himself at tho very commencement of the sitting from his own most bellicono followers, and induced the Liberal party to believe that tho Ministry had gone over bodily to our camp.1
1 Vitzthum, Vol. I., pp, 190, 191.m
